
 

 

Good afternoon NHERI GSC! 
 

Thank you to all who attended our NHERI GSC General Meeting on April 19th, 2024. In 

the meeting, Mr. Tim Babcock -Talent Acquisition, from the Pacific Northwest National 

Laboratory (PNNL) talked about the national laboratories in the U.S. Our second speaker, 

Ms. Casey McGrath-Earth Scientist, highlighted several advanced scientific research 

projects conducted by PNNL. The speakers also discussed opportunities for graduate 

students to participate in frontier research projects in PNNL. Below you will find the 

minutes from the meeting: 

•      Announcements: 
o Welcome to all new NHERI GSC members.  
o NHERI GSC Mini-Conference Registration 

▪  Register or join the Mini-Conference: 
https://bit.ly/2024NHERIGSCMiniConference  
a fully virtual one-day conference designed to bring 
together graduate students in the field of natural 
hazards to present ongoing research while networking 
and collaborating within and across disciplines.   
▪  Listen to Keynote Speaker, Dr. Yasemin Didem 
Aktas, 

o NHERI Summer Institute, June 12-14 
Congratulations to the 5 NHERI GSC members selected to 

receive the NSF Travel Award to attend the NHERI Summer 

Institute: 
▪  Abdulahi Opejin 
▪  Amber Spears 
▪  Harman Singh 
▪  Jose Capa Salinas 
▪  Richard Campos 

o Research Sub-Committee Update 
NHERI GSC members joined different research breakout rooms 

and discussed their research. RSRs or executive committee 

members modulated the groups in absence of specific RSR for a 

15 to 30 mins discussion. 
▪  Conferences that students are RSRs, or executive 

committee members modulated the groups attending or 

prefer to: 
o   Annual Modeling & Simulation Conference 

(ANNSIM) organized by the Society for Modeling 

https://bit.ly/2024NHERIGSCMiniConference


 

 

& Simulation (SCS). May 20-23, 2025, 

Washington, DC. 
o   Disaster Research Workshop in the University of 

Delaware (May 2-4) 
o   NHERI Summit 2024 (May 14-15) 

o   Association for Public Policy Analysis & 

Management (November 21-23) 
o   Society of Risk Analysis Conference (December 

8-12) 
o   ASCE Geotechnical-based conference (Annual 

in May) 
o   American Association of Wind Engineering 

(AAWE) (Annual in the Summer) (June 9-11, 

2024) 
o   Tornado Hazard Wind Assessment and 

Reduction Symposium (THWARTS) (Annual) 
▪  RSR’s meeting and breakout rooms were appreciated 

and interest for future collaboration was seen. 
▪  SimCenter Tools could be a free resource for research: 
 https://simcenter.designsafe-ci.org/learning-
tools/overview/ 

o Research Group 
Join a research group to network and collaborate with fellow 
students working on your specific area of natural hazards: 
https://bit.ly/NHERIGSC_Research 

  
•      Today’s Speaker: Thank you, Mr. Tim Babcock, and Ms. Casey 
McGrath, for their incredibly informative talk on national 
laboratories. A recording of this presentation can be found on our 
website in the coming days (https://www.designsafe-
ci.org/learning-center/nheri-graduate-student-
council/explore/meetings/).  
•      Our next meeting will be on Friday, May 17th, 2024. 

  

Welcome to New Members: 

Vishnupriya 
Jonnalagadda 

Sanjeev Bhatta 

Samjhana Sharma 

Behzad Farivar 

JERIN TASNIM 

Duc Nguyen 

Ammar Alnmr 

Anna Babchanik 

Pooria Mazaheri 

https://nam11.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fsimcenter.designsafe-ci.org%2Flearning-tools%2Foverview%2F&data=05%7C02%7Crobin.nelson%40utsa.edu%7C36ed056eb3fb43335a5108dc63053fb1%7C3a228dfbc64744cb88357b20617fc906%7C0%7C0%7C638494121430023214%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=9qxPp4SRGmBmNJhry7DVktkL5b5j1RzlwCkfUgzq%2Buo%3D&reserved=0
https://nam11.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fsimcenter.designsafe-ci.org%2Flearning-tools%2Foverview%2F&data=05%7C02%7Crobin.nelson%40utsa.edu%7C36ed056eb3fb43335a5108dc63053fb1%7C3a228dfbc64744cb88357b20617fc906%7C0%7C0%7C638494121430023214%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=9qxPp4SRGmBmNJhry7DVktkL5b5j1RzlwCkfUgzq%2Buo%3D&reserved=0
https://nam11.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fbit.ly%2FNHERIGSC_Research&data=05%7C02%7Crobin.nelson%40utsa.edu%7C36ed056eb3fb43335a5108dc63053fb1%7C3a228dfbc64744cb88357b20617fc906%7C0%7C0%7C638494121430031641%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=b7wlLeqD1GPb21QM1plFUYpjd4A39aUnXyhOCTxfyxk%3D&reserved=0
https://nam11.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.designsafe-ci.org%2Flearning-center%2Fnheri-graduate-student-council%2Fexplore%2Fmeetings%2F&data=05%7C02%7Crobin.nelson%40utsa.edu%7C36ed056eb3fb43335a5108dc63053fb1%7C3a228dfbc64744cb88357b20617fc906%7C0%7C0%7C638494121430038399%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=mFSI65xYnVNxkaLzKMVriSwFdF37tidHBWsjYjXELR0%3D&reserved=0
https://nam11.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.designsafe-ci.org%2Flearning-center%2Fnheri-graduate-student-council%2Fexplore%2Fmeetings%2F&data=05%7C02%7Crobin.nelson%40utsa.edu%7C36ed056eb3fb43335a5108dc63053fb1%7C3a228dfbc64744cb88357b20617fc906%7C0%7C0%7C638494121430038399%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=mFSI65xYnVNxkaLzKMVriSwFdF37tidHBWsjYjXELR0%3D&reserved=0
https://nam11.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.designsafe-ci.org%2Flearning-center%2Fnheri-graduate-student-council%2Fexplore%2Fmeetings%2F&data=05%7C02%7Crobin.nelson%40utsa.edu%7C36ed056eb3fb43335a5108dc63053fb1%7C3a228dfbc64744cb88357b20617fc906%7C0%7C0%7C638494121430038399%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=mFSI65xYnVNxkaLzKMVriSwFdF37tidHBWsjYjXELR0%3D&reserved=0


 

 

Shamma Alneyadi 

  
 

 

 

Working Group Leadership and Contact 

  
Research Subcommittee Representatives and Contact 

Research 
Subcommittee 

Representative Contact 

Coastal Engineering Amina Meselhe ameselhe.36@gmail.com 

Earthquake 
Engineering 

Sasan Dolati seyedsasan.khedmatgozardolati@utsa.edu  

Geotechnical 
Engineering 

Carlos Acosta cacostab@outlook.com 

Reconnaissance 
Saanchi Singh 

Kaushal 
saanchi.kaushal@psu.edu  

Working Group 
Chair & Vice-

Chair 
Contact 

Workshop & 
Mentoring 

Rajendra Gautam rgautam.nepal@gmail.com  

Benjamin Labar labarbenjamin@gmail.com 

Diversity, Equity, & 
Inclusion 

Harman Singh harmansingh1412@gmail.com  

Nasimeh Rashidi nasimeh.rashidi@wsu.edu  

Research 
Nurullah Bektas nurullahbektas@hotmail.com  

Soolmaz 
Khoskhalam 

skhoshkalam@umassd.edu  

Networking & 
Community 

Julie Elliott jhe@udel.edu 

Shelley McMullen shelley.mcmullen@ucdenver.edu  

Membership 
Daniel Yahya diy0001@auburn.edu  

Wesam Mohamed Wesammm2@illinois.edu  

Technology & 
Communication 

Avipriyo 
Chakraborty 

avipriyo.chakraborty@students.jsums.edu  

Vishal Mishra vmishra1@ce.iitr.ac.in  
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mailto:nurullahbektas@hotmail.com
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mailto:vmishra1@ce.iitr.ac.in


 

 

Simulation & 
Computational 

Methods 

Soolmaz 
Khoshkalam 

skhoshkalam@umassd.edu  

Social Science Teye Yevuyibor jyevuy1@lsu.edu 

Wind Engineering Wesam Mohamed wesammm2@illinois.edu  

  
  
Attendance taken via zoom: 
Robin Nelson 

9013659006 
Richard Campos 
Connor Pezeshk 
Wesam Mohamed 
Nurullah 
Jenny Russell 
Duc Cong Nguyen 
Samira Tafazzol 
Abdullah Braik 
19018570025 
Emmaleah Jones 
Casey McGrath 
Bijan Sayyafzadeh 
Northedge, Scott 
Tim Babcock, PNNL 

Talent Acquistion 
Burak Duran 
Rajendra Gautam 

Alireza Eskandarinejad 
William Zakka 
Esteban Villalobos Vega 
Soolmaz Khoshkalam 
Diako Abbasi 
Harman Singh 
Julie Elliott 
Daniel Yahya 
Anamika Malla 
Maria Porada 
Jordan Nakayama 
Shamma Alneyadi 
Coleman, Natalie 
Salvesila Tamima 
Nisha Shapit 
Reza Filizadeh 
Nischal Kafle 
Safoura Safari 
Payam Gholamalipour 

Mahmoud Abdallah 
Omar Metwally 
Herta Montoya 
Masibili 
Nasimeh Rashidi 
VISHAL MISHRA 
Peter O. 
Daniel Adeleke 
mazaheri 
Parisa Toofani Movaghar 
Urinrin Otite 
Claudia Deveaux 
Hamid 
Hamidreza Allahdadi 
Ben 
Meselhe, Amina E 
Saeid Ghasemi Gavabar  

 
Best, 
Anamika Malla 
NHERI Vice-Secretary 
PhD Student 
National Wind Institute  
Texas Tech University 
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